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LESLEY HALL 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight to mark the passing of a very 
important disability advocate, Ms Lesley Hall. Lesley passed away suddenly on 19 October, only a few days ago. 
She was well known around Australia as a passionate and strong advocate for the rights of people with disability. 
Lesley had a strong sense of social justice, and that fuelled her work in so many ways. Until recently, Lesley was 
the chief executive officer of the Australian Federation of Disability Organisations, and she had held that 
position since 2008. Lesley took over the position as CEO of AFDO from Maryanne Diamond, who was the 
inaugural CEO. They were very big shoes to fill. It was a role that Lesley undertook with her inimitable style and 
a strong collaborative approach to policy development and advocacy. Lesley led the Australian Federation of 
Disability Organisations on a range of issues, including the monitoring and review of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the further development of the national disability 
strategy. She worked on a range of other issues, including the employment of people with disability, government 
liaison and sector development. In particular, Lesley took a lead role in the development of the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme. Lesley had advocated for a long time, like so many others in the disability rights 
sector, for a scheme, program or concept such as the NDIS, and when it finally came to fruition, Lesley played 
an important role in moving it from a concept to what we now have, which is real launch sites that positively 
affect people’s lives in so many ways. 

According to John Della Bosca on behalf of the Every Australian Counts campaign, Lesley led the Australian 
Federation of Disability Organisations during the formation of the National Disability and Carer Alliance, which 
auspiced the Every Australian Counts campaign. John wrote —  

Lesley will be sorely missed but she would urge us all to keep working towards our common goal—
ensuring people with disability, their families and carers can participate in the social, civic and 
economic life of our country. 

I was aware, of course, that Lesley was a strong feminist, particularly through her work with the Women With 
Disabilities network. In sharing condolences with family, friends and members of the disability sector over the 
past few days, I found out that Lesley’s feminist activism included fronting a campaign against the Miss Victoria 
beauty quest, which raised money for children with disability in the 1960s and 1970s. Indeed, Lesley will feature 
in a forthcoming film by Sarah Barton about the disability rights movement called Weird and Wonderful. So 
much feminist history is lost or not recorded, so I particularly look forward to seeing this film when it comes out.  

There were very many facets to Lesley, to her commitments and in her work. Her brother, Frank Hall-Bentick, 
himself a renowned and highly regarded disability rights advocate, has written a really lovely tribute to Lesley, 
which is available online. In it he includes details of Lesley’s earlier working life, including working for 
organisations such as the Victorian Council of Social Service; the Collective of Self Help Groups; the Disability 
Resources Centre; the Women with Disabilities Feminist Collective; the Disability Resource Centre, Reinforce; 
and Action for Community Living. She also worked as a project officer with the disability section of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok. Lesley undertook many roles 
throughout her life and worked for many, many more organisations in both paid and voluntary capacities.  
Lesley’s quiet, but not timid, way of working, her respectful relationships with colleagues, her passion for social 
justice and her commitment to disability rights will be missed by all who knew her and the many thousands of 
peoples’ lives she affected. Vale Lesley Hall. 
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